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Is Gm Food? Safe To Eat?

Traditional plant breeding involve s crossing varieties of the same species in ways
they could cross naturally. For example, disease—resistant® varieties of wheat have been
crossed with high—yield wheat to combine these properties. This type of natural gene
exchange is safe and fairly predictable®.

Genetic engineering (GE) involves exchanging genes between unrelated species that
cannot naturally exchange genes with each other. GE can involve the exchange of genes
between vastly different species— —e. g. putting scorpion® toxin® genes into maize® or
fish antifreeze” genes into tomatoes. It is possible that a scorpion toxin gene, even when
it is in maize DNA, will still get the organism to produce scorpion toxin— —but what other
effects may it have in this alien environment? We are already seeing this problem——
adding human growth hormone genes to pigs certainly makes them grow— —but it also
gives them arthritis and makes them cross—eyed, which was entirely unpredictable.

It will be obvious, for example, thatthe gene for human intelligence will not have the
same effect if inserted into cabbage DNA as it had in human DNA— —but what side —effect
would it have? In other words, is GM food safe to eat? The answer is that nobody knows
because long—term tests have not been carried out.

Companies wanting a GM product approved in the UK or USA are required to provide
regulatory bodies with results of their own safety tests. Monsanto’s soya beans were
apparently fed to fish for 1 0 weeks before being approved. There was no requirement for
independent testing, for long—term testing, for testing on humans or testing for specific
dangers to children or allergic® people.

The current position of the UK Government is that “There is no evidence of long—
term dangers from GM foods. ” Inthe US, the American Food and Drug Administration is
currently being prosecuted® for covering up research that suggested possible risks from
GM foods.

TR REY?

TGRS 5 U535, RAKIRAEY) AR A 5 K, SEATAR R AR N At
OB /NZE Rl INZETRAL s TR T — P BATXUCEAF LA IR /N 22 il o 3k [ SR 3 PR A 4
Wege s, AR HULTE.

S TR AR TR AR I Rh 2 18], A ILACHAE AR AT N IIEACH I ] . e T
TEA EORZE S I 2 IR BEAT FE R A e BTN, Ky 773 IR N 0K, i i
PIEAVEZLAT . BIAEAE TOKDNAR, 851 R 3 L MR AR AT REARAS A HLAL S B T R
HR AT S R PR R SR D it A7 A A AR 7 RATT58 b b D R BLZAN 1)
A R NSRAE AT R S RN TE IR A, — 8 S B I A A I, HE [l A A8 1
RATRANRAL, X — Ve 58 e Aok F i o

FIANEETT, AR ) LA &M 2 WAE N AADNAN FIVE A L3DNAJG HIE AL 2 AN ]
1 (HAFERAG LR P2 A AR RIEINE? ) ihid, B AFIED frih ey ? ¥
ANFEZEE, PO AT AR T K IK

Pl ARTGORF VT Dy R R sl i e B, AIGTE U S, SO TR AR

$Z »‘-7@

i



~3
s |

FRE, % H, L HRE!

FEGE I B S [, — A m) W R Ay BRI DR 7 S S RATHAE , & A1) B LR S A
O I P 2z AR K 45 2R . Monsantoff) K GAESRAFAEHEZ i, B T 1 0 I (el 24T
LSS EERP v S TP i/ B 3 N 22 P Vil T B vt 7 N S 1 NN & 1 s 2 S
JUEE S B0 P s F R 2 S B 1A T

o FE BUR HETIEEZ : “ MICUER R W] & IR D dh AE AR E A fE e 7 AE S,
MATTIEAE A VRS [ B i 24 i A B R) ol B i DX £ i 2 PR E T 4 2R, IR BB SE 45 SRR W,
B il ] i S BUE R .

NOTE #HE:

GM food #LFEIR £

disease-resistant [di'zi:z ri'zistent] adj. FiJ5 1)
predictable [pri'diktab(e)l] adj. Tl iLIH)
scorpion ['sko:pian] n. [+

toxin [toksin] n. [k # 2%, R

maize [meiz] n. LK

antifreeze [‘zenti'frizz] n. <3E>[L]BG A7)
allergic [o'lo:d3ik] adj. [E=]il 81, M)
prosecute [prosikju:t] vt. if
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