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LL: A new intern started working in my office today. He sure is an eager beaver, Li Hua!
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LL: No, the new intern isn't an actual beaver! But he works hard and is always busy like a beaver

building a dam. And he is always eager to do work, so we say he is an "eager beaver.”
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LL: 1 am not quite the eager beaver that the new intern is - I've been in the office a while. People are
generally eager beavers when they are new to a job and want to impress their bosses.
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LL: And would you say you stillare an eager beaver when it comes to teaching Chinese?
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LL: That's OK, LiHua. While being an eager beaver can be a good thing, someone can also take it too

far.
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LL: Well, the intern in my office is such an eager beaver he wants to do everything! He ends up making

my work more complicated.
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LL: Yeah, that's right. He always wants to help, but sometimes | work better on my own.
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LL: What a good idea!
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LL: Thanks to your advice, Li Hua, I've now got the new intern doing some of my grunt work.
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LL: Yes, pigs grunt. And people make grunting sounds, too, when they are working really hard at

something like digging ditches.
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LL: Not necessarily. Grunt work is basically routine, menial work. There are always some repetitive,

boring tasks people working in offices do.
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LL: Yeah, and grunt work generally doesn't require a lot of knowledge or experience. That is why | am

having the intern do my grunt work.
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LL: 1 am having him reorganiz the office files, make new labels for the file folders, filling out forms and
typing up letters.
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LL: No, | am sure he won't mind doing the grunt work.
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LL: He is such an eager beaver, Li Hua, that he will be delighted to do whatever grunt work | give him!
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