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第五篇：Ambition 抱负

AmbitionAmbitionAmbitionAmbition

ItItItIt isisisis notnotnotnot difficultdifficultdifficultdifficult totototo imagineimagineimagineimagine aaaa worldworldworldworld shortshortshortshort ofofofof ambition.ambition.ambition.ambition. ItItItIt wouldwouldwouldwould probablyprobablyprobablyprobably bebebebe aaaa
kinderkinderkinderkinder world:world:world:world: withwithwithwith outoutoutout demands,demands,demands,demands, withoutwithoutwithoutwithout abrasions,abrasions,abrasions,abrasions, withoutwithoutwithoutwithout disappointments.disappointments.disappointments.disappointments.
PeoplePeoplePeoplePeople wouldwouldwouldwould havehavehavehave timetimetimetime forforforfor reflection.reflection.reflection.reflection. SuchSuchSuchSuch workworkworkwork asasasas theytheytheythey diddiddiddid wouldwouldwouldwould notnotnotnot bebebebe forforforfor
themselvesthemselvesthemselvesthemselves butbutbutbut forforforfor tttthehehehe collectivity.collectivity.collectivity.collectivity. CompetitionCompetitionCompetitionCompetition wouldwouldwouldwould nevernevernevernever enterenterenterenter in.in.in.in. conflictconflictconflictconflict
wouldwouldwouldwould bebebebe eliminated,eliminated,eliminated,eliminated, tensiontensiontensiontension becomebecomebecomebecome aaaa thingthingthingthing ofofofof thethethethe past.past.past.past. TheTheTheThe stressstressstressstress ofofofof creationcreationcreationcreation
wouldwouldwouldwould bebebebe atatatat anananan end.end.end.end. ArtArtArtArt wouldwouldwouldwould nononono longerlongerlongerlonger bebebebe troubling,troubling,troubling,troubling, butbutbutbut purelypurelypurelypurely celebratorycelebratorycelebratorycelebratory inininin
itsitsitsits functions.functions.functions.functions. LongevityLongevityLongevityLongevity wouldwouldwouldwould bebebebe iiiincreased,ncreased,ncreased,ncreased, forforforfor fewerfewerfewerfewer peoplepeoplepeoplepeople wouldwouldwouldwould diediediedie ofofofof heartheartheartheart
attackattackattackattack orororor strokestrokestrokestroke causedcausedcausedcaused bybybyby tumultuoustumultuoustumultuoustumultuous endeavor.endeavor.endeavor.endeavor. AnxietyAnxietyAnxietyAnxiety wouldwouldwouldwould bebebebe extinct.extinct.extinct.extinct. TimeTimeTimeTime
wouldwouldwouldwould stretchstretchstretchstretch onononon andandandand on,on,on,on, withwithwithwith ambitionambitionambitionambition longlonglonglong departeddeparteddeparteddeparted fromfromfromfrom thethethethe humanhumanhumanhuman heart.heart.heart.heart.

Ah,Ah,Ah,Ah, howhowhowhow unrelievedunrelievedunrelievedunrelieved boringboringboringboring lifelifelifelife wouldwouldwouldwould be!be!be!be!

ThereThereThereThere isisisis aaaa strongstrongstrongstrong viewviewviewview thatthatthatthat holdsholdsholdsholds thatthatthatthat successsuccesssuccesssuccess isisisis aaaa myth,myth,myth,myth, andandandand ambitionambitionambitionambition thereforethereforethereforetherefore aaaa
sham.sham.sham.sham. DoesDoesDoesDoes thisthisthisthis meanmeanmeanmean thatthatthatthat successsuccesssuccesssuccess doesdoesdoesdoes notnotnotnot reallyreallyreallyreally exist?exist?exist?exist? ThatThatThatThat achievementachievementachievementachievement isisisis atatatat
bottombottombottombottom empty?empty?empty?empty? ThatThatThatThat thethethethe effortseffortseffortsefforts ofofofof menmenmenmen andandandand womenwomenwomenwomen areareareare ofofofof nononono significancesignificancesignificancesignificance
alongsidealongsidealongsidealongside thethethethe forceforceforceforce ooooffff movementsmovementsmovementsmovements andandandand eventseventseventsevents nownownownow notnotnotnot allallallall success,success,success,success, obviously,obviously,obviously,obviously, isisisis
worthworthworthworth esteeming,esteeming,esteeming,esteeming, nornornornor allallallall ambitionambitionambitionambition worthworthworthworth cultivating.cultivating.cultivating.cultivating. WhichWhichWhichWhich areareareare andandandand whichwhichwhichwhich areareareare
notnotnotnot isisisis somethingsomethingsomethingsomething oneoneoneone soonsoonsoonsoon enoughenoughenoughenough learnslearnslearnslearns onononon oneoneoneone’’’’ssss own.own.own.own. ButButButBut eveneveneveneven thethethethe mostmostmostmost cynicalcynicalcynicalcynical
secretlysecretlysecretlysecretly admitadmitadmitadmit thatthatthatthat successsuccesssuccesssuccess exists;exists;exists;exists; thatthatthatthat achievementachievementachievementachievement countscountscountscounts forforforfor aaaa greatgreatgreatgreat deal;deal;deal;deal; andandandand
thatthatthatthat thethethethe truetruetruetrue mythmythmythmyth isisisis thatthatthatthat thethethethe actionsactionsactionsactions ofofofof menmenmenmen andandandand womenwomenwomenwomen areareareare useless.useless.useless.useless. ToToToTo believebelievebelievebelieve
otherwiseotherwiseotherwiseotherwise isisisis totototo taketaketaketake onononon aaaa pointpointpointpoint ofofofof viewviewviewview thatthatthatthat isisisis likelylikelylikelylikely totototo bebebebe deranging.deranging.deranging.deranging. ItItItIt is,is,is,is, inininin itsitsitsits
implications,implications,implications,implications, totototo removeremoveremoveremove allallallall motivesmotivesmotivesmotives forforforfor competecompetecompetecompetence,nce,nce,nce, interestinterestinterestinterest inininin attainment,attainment,attainment,attainment, andandandand
regardregardregardregard forforforfor posterity.posterity.posterity.posterity.

WeWeWeWe dodododo notnotnotnot choosechoosechoosechoose totototo bebebebe born.born.born.born. WeWeWeWe dodododo notnotnotnot choosechoosechoosechoose ourourourour parents.parents.parents.parents. WeWeWeWe dodododo notnotnotnot choosechoosechoosechoose ourourourour
historicalhistoricalhistoricalhistorical epoch,epoch,epoch,epoch, thethethethe countrycountrycountrycountry ofofofof ourourourour birth,birth,birth,birth, orororor thethethethe immediateimmediateimmediateimmediate circumstancescircumstancescircumstancescircumstances ofofofof ourourourour
upbringing.upbringing.upbringing.upbringing. WeWeWeWe dodododo not,not,not,not, mostmostmostmost ofofofof us,us,us,us, choosechoosechoosechoose totototo die;die;die;die; nornornornor dodododo wewewewe choosechoosechoosechoose thethethethe timetimetimetime orororor
conditionsconditionsconditionsconditions ofofofof ourourourour death.death.death.death. ButButButBut withinwithinwithinwithin allallallall thisthisthisthis realmrealmrealmrealm ofofofof choicelessness,choicelessness,choicelessness,choicelessness, wewewewe dodododo choosechoosechoosechoose
howhowhowhow wewewewe shallshallshallshall live:live:live:live: courageouslycourageouslycourageouslycourageously orororor inininin cowardice,cowardice,cowardice,cowardice, honorablyhonorablyhonorablyhonorably orororor dishonorably,dishonorably,dishonorably,dishonorably, withwithwithwith
purposepurposepurposepurpose orororor inininin drift.drift.drift.drift. WeWeWeWe decidedecidedecidedecide whatwhatwhatwhat isisisis importantimportantimportantimportant andandandand whatwhatwhatwhat isisisis trivialtrivialtrivialtrivial inininin life.life.life.life. WeWeWeWe
decidedecidedecidedecide thatthatthatthat whatwhatwhatwhat makesmakesmakesmakes uuuussss significantsignificantsignificantsignificant isisisis eithereithereithereither whatwhatwhatwhat wewewewe dodododo orororor whatwhatwhatwhat wewewewe refuserefuserefuserefuse totototo do.do.do.do.
ButButButBut nononono mattermattermattermatter howhowhowhow indifferentindifferentindifferentindifferent thethethethe universeuniverseuniverseuniverse maymaymaymay bebebebe totototo ourourourour choiceschoiceschoiceschoices andandandand decisions,decisions,decisions,decisions,
thesethesethesethese choiceschoiceschoiceschoices andandandand decisionsdecisionsdecisionsdecisions areareareare oursoursoursours totototo make.make.make.make. WeWeWeWe decide.decide.decide.decide. WeWeWeWe choose.choose.choose.choose. AndAndAndAnd asasasas wewewewe
decidedecidedecidedecide andandandand choose,choose,choose,choose, sosososo areareareare ourourourour liveslivesliveslives fffformed.ormed.ormed.ormed. InInInIn thethethethe end,end,end,end, formingformingformingforming ourourourour ownownownown destinydestinydestinydestiny isisisis
whatwhatwhatwhat ambitionambitionambitionambition isisisis about.about.about.about.
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译文：

抱负

一个缺乏抱负的世界将会怎样，这不难想象。或许，这将是一个更为友善

的世界：没有渴求，没有磨擦，没有失望。人们将有时间进行反思。他们所从事

的工作将不是为了他们自身，而是为了整个集体。竞争永远不会介入；冲突将被

消除。人们的紧张关系将成为过往云烟。创造的重压将得以终结。艺术将不再惹

人费神，其功能将纯粹为了庆典。人的寿命将会更长，因为由激烈拼争引起的心

脏病和中风所导致的死亡将越来越少。焦虑将会消失。时光流逝，抱负却早已远

离人心。

啊，长此以往人生将变得多么乏味无聊！

有一种盛行的观点认为，成功是一种神话，因此抱负亦属虚幻。这是不是

说实际上并不丰在成功？成就本身就是一场空？与诸多运动和事件的力量相比，

男男女女的努力显得微不足？显然，并非所有的成功都值得景仰，也并非所有的

抱负都值得追求。对值得和不值得的选择，一个人自然而然很快就能学会。但即

使是最为愤世嫉俗的人暗地里也承认，成功确实存在，成就的意义举足轻重，而

把世上男男女女的所作所为说成是徒劳无功才是真正的无稽之谈。认为成功不存

在的观点很可能造成混乱。这种观点的本意是一笔勾销所有提高能力的动机，求

取业绩的兴趣和对子孙后代的关注。

我们无法选择出生，无法选择父母，无法选择出生的历史时期与国家，

或是成长的周遭环境。我们大多数人都无法选择死亡，无法选择死亡的时间或条

件。但是在这些无法选择之中，我们的确可以选择自己的生活方式：是勇敢无畏

还是胆小怯懦，是光明磊落还是厚颜无耻，是目标坚定还是随波逐流。我们决定

生活中哪些至关重要，哪些微不足道。我们决定，用以显示我们自身重要性的，

不是我们做了什么，就是我们拒绝做些什么。但是不论世界对我们所做的选择和

决定有多么漠不关心，这些选择和决定终究是我们自己做出的。我们决定，我们

选择。而当我们决定和选择时，我们的生活便得以形成。最终构筑我们命运的就

是抱负之所在。
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