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第九篇：On Meeting the Celebrated 论见名人

OnOnOnOnMeetingMeetingMeetingMeeting thethethethe CelebratedCelebratedCelebratedCelebrated

IIII havehavehavehave alwaysalwaysalwaysalways wonderedwonderedwonderedwondered atatatat thethethethe passionpassionpassionpassion manymanymanymany peoplepeoplepeoplepeople havehavehavehave totototo meetmeetmeetmeet thethethethe celebrated.celebrated.celebrated.celebrated.
TheTheTheThe prestigeprestigeprestigeprestige youyouyouyou acquireacquireacquireacquire bybybyby beingbeingbeingbeing ableableableable totototo telltelltelltell youryouryouryour friendsfriendsfriendsfriends thatthatthatthat youyouyouyou knowknowknowknow famousfamousfamousfamous
menmenmenmen provesprovesprovesproves onlyonlyonlyonly thatthatthatthat youyouyouyou areareareare yourselfyourselfyourselfyourself ofofofof smallsmallsmallsmall account.account.account.account. TheTheTheThe celebratedcelebratedcelebratedcelebrated developdevelopdevelopdevelop aaaa
techniquetechniquetechniquetechnique totototo ddddealealealeal withwithwithwith thethethethe personspersonspersonspersons theytheytheythey comecomecomecome across.across.across.across. TheyTheyTheyThey showshowshowshow thethethethe worldworldworldworld aaaa maskmaskmaskmask,,,,
oftenoftenoftenoften anananan impressiveimpressiveimpressiveimpressive on,on,on,on, butbutbutbut taketaketaketake carecarecarecare totototo concealconcealconcealconceal theirtheirtheirtheir realrealrealreal selves.selves.selves.selves. TheyTheyTheyThey playplayplayplay thethethethe
partpartpartpart thatthatthatthat isisisis expectedexpectedexpectedexpected fromfromfromfrom them,them,them,them, andandandand withwithwithwith practicepracticepracticepractice learnlearnlearnlearn totototo playplayplayplay itititit veryveryveryvery well,well,well,well, butbutbutbut
youyouyouyou areareareare stupidstupidstupidstupid ifififif youyouyouyou tttthinkhinkhinkhink thatthatthatthat thisthisthisthis publicpublicpublicpublic performanceperformanceperformanceperformance ofofofof theirstheirstheirstheirs correspondscorrespondscorrespondscorresponds
withwithwithwith thethethethe manmanmanman within.within.within.within.

IIII havehavehavehave beenbeenbeenbeen attached,attached,attached,attached, deeplydeeplydeeplydeeply attached,attached,attached,attached, totototo aaaa fewfewfewfew people;people;people;people; butbutbutbut IIII havehavehavehave beenbeenbeenbeen interestedinterestedinterestedinterested
inininin menmenmenmen inininin generalgeneralgeneralgeneral notnotnotnot forforforfor theirtheirtheirtheir ownownownown sakes,sakes,sakes,sakes, butbutbutbut forforforfor thethethethe sakesakesakesake ofofofof mymymymy work.work.work.work. IIII havehavehavehave notnotnotnot,,,,
asasasas KantKantKantKant enjoined,enjoined,enjoined,enjoined, regardedregardedregardedregarded eacheacheacheach manmanmanman asasasas anananan endendendend inininin himself,himself,himself,himself, butbutbutbut asasasas materialmaterialmaterialmaterial thatthatthatthat
mightmightmightmight bebebebe usefulusefulusefuluseful totototo memememe asasasas aaaa writer.writer.writer.writer. IIII havehavehavehave beenbeenbeenbeen moremoremoremore concernedconcernedconcernedconcerned withwithwithwith thethethethe obscureobscureobscureobscure
thanthanthanthan withwithwithwith thethethethe famous.famous.famous.famous. TheyTheyTheyThey areareareare moremoremoremore oftenoftenoftenoften themselves.themselves.themselves.themselves. TheyTheyTheyThey havehavehavehave hadhadhadhad nononono needneedneedneed totototo
createcreatecreatecreate aaaa figurefigurefigurefigure totototo protectprotectprotectprotect themselvesthemselvesthemselvesthemselves fromfromfromfrom thethethethe worldworldworldworld orororor totototo impressimpressimpressimpress it.it.it.it. TheirTheirTheirTheir
idiosyncrasiesidiosyncrasiesidiosyncrasiesidiosyncrasies havehavehavehave hadhadhadhad moremoremoremore chancechancechancechance totototo developdevelopdevelopdevelop inininin thethethethe limitedlimitedlimitedlimited circlecirclecirclecircle ofofofof theirtheirtheirtheir
activity,activity,activity,activity, andandandand sincesincesincesince theytheytheythey havehavehavehave nevernevernevernever beenbeenbeenbeen inininin thethethethe publicpublicpublicpublic eyeeyeeyeeye itititit hashashashas nevernevernevernever occurredoccurredoccurredoccurred totototo
themthemthemthem thatthatthatthat theytheytheythey havehavehavehave anythinganythinganythinganything totototo conceal.conceal.conceal.conceal. TheyTheyTheyThey displaydisplaydisplaydisplay theirtheirtheirtheir odditiesodditiesodditiesoddities becausebecausebecausebecause itititit
hashashashas nevernevernevernever struckstruckstruckstruck themthemthemthem thatthatthatthat theytheytheythey areareareare odd.odd.odd.odd. AAAAndndndnd afterafterafterafter allallallall itititit isisisis withwithwithwith thethethethe commoncommoncommoncommon runrunrunrun
ofofofof menmenmenmen thatthatthatthat wewewewe writerswriterswriterswriters havehavehavehave totototo deal;deal;deal;deal; kings,kings,kings,kings, dictators,dictators,dictators,dictators, commercialcommercialcommercialcommercial magnatesmagnatesmagnatesmagnates areareareare
fromfromfromfrom ourourourour pointpointpointpoint ofofofof viewviewviewview veryveryveryvery unsatisfactory.unsatisfactory.unsatisfactory.unsatisfactory. ToToToTo writewritewritewrite aboutaboutaboutabout themthemthemthem isisisis aaaa ventureventureventureventure thatthatthatthat
hashashashas oftenoftenoftenoften temptedtemptedtemptedtempted writers,writers,writers,writers, butbutbutbut thethethethe failurefailurefailurefailure thatthatthatthat hashashashas attattattattendedendedendedended theirtheirtheirtheir effortseffortseffortsefforts showsshowsshowsshows
thatthatthatthat suchsuchsuchsuch beingsbeingsbeingsbeings areareareare tootootootoo exceptionalexceptionalexceptionalexceptional totototo formformformform aaaa properproperproperproper groundgroundgroundground forforforfor aaaa workworkworkwork ofofofof art.art.art.art.
TheyTheyTheyThey cannotcannotcannotcannot bebebebe mademademademade real.real.real.real. TheTheTheThe ordinaryordinaryordinaryordinary isisisis thethethethe writerwriterwriterwriter’’’’ssss richerricherricherricher field.field.field.field. ItsItsItsIts
unexpectedness,unexpectedness,unexpectedness,unexpectedness, itsitsitsits singularity,singularity,singularity,singularity, itsitsitsits infiniteinfiniteinfiniteinfinite varietyvarietyvarietyvariety affordaffordaffordafford unendingunendingunendingunending materimaterimaterimaterial.al.al.al. TheTheTheThe
greatgreatgreatgreat manmanmanman isisisis tootootootoo oftenoftenoftenoften allallallall ofofofof aaaa piece;piece;piece;piece; itititit isisisis thethethethe littlelittlelittlelittle manmanmanman thatthatthatthat isisisis aaaa bundlebundlebundlebundle ofofofof
contradictorycontradictorycontradictorycontradictory elements.elements.elements.elements. HeHeHeHe isisisis inexhaustible.inexhaustible.inexhaustible.inexhaustible. YouYouYouYou nevernevernevernever comecomecomecome totototo thethethethe endendendend ofofofof thethethethe
surprisessurprisessurprisessurprises hehehehe hashashashas inininin storestorestorestore forforforfor you.you.you.you. ForForForFor mymymymy partpartpartpart IIII wouldwouldwouldwould muchmuchmuchmuch soonersoonersoonersooner spendspendspendspend aaaa
monthmonthmonthmonth onononon aaaa desdesdesdesertertertert islandislandislandisland withwithwithwith aaaa veterinaryveterinaryveterinaryveterinary surgeonsurgeonsurgeonsurgeon thanthanthanthan withwithwithwith aaaa primeprimeprimeprime minister.minister.minister.minister.
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译文：

论见名人

许多人热衷于见名人，我始终不得其解。在朋友面前吹嘘自己认识某某名人 ，

同此而来的声望只能证明自己的微不足道。名人个个练就了一套处世高招，无论

遇上谁，都能应付自如。他们给世人展现的是一副面具，常常是美好难忘的面具 ，

但他们会小心翼翼地掩盖自己的真相。他们扮演的是大家期待的角色，演得多了 ，

最后都能演得惟妙惟肖。如果你还以为他们在公众面前的表演就是他们的真实自

我，那就你傻了。

我自己就喜欢一些人，非常喜欢他们。但我对人感兴趣一般不是因为他们自

身的缘故，而是出于我工作需求。正如康德劝告的那样，我从来没有把认识某人

作为目的，而是将其当作对一个作家有用的创作素材。比之名流显士，我更加关

注无名小卒。他们常常显得较为自然真实，他们无须再创造另一个人物形象，用

他来保护自己不受世人干扰，或者用他来感动世人。他们的社交圈子有限，自己

的种种癖性也就越有可能得到滋长。因为他们从来没有引起公众的关注，也就从

来没有想到过要隐瞒什么。他们会表露他们古怪的一面，因为他们从来就没有觉

得有何古怪。总之，作家要写的是普通人。在我们看来，国王，独裁者和商界大

亨等都是不符合条件的。去撰写这些人物经常是作家们难以抗拒的冒险之举，可

为此付出的努力不免以失败告终，这说明这些人物都过于特殊，无法成为一件艺

术作品的创作根基，作家也不可能把他们写得真真切切。老百姓才是作家的创作

沃土，他们或变幻无常，或难觅其二，各式人物应有尽有，这些都给作家提供了

无限的创作素材。大人物经常是千人一面，小人物身上才有一组组矛盾元素，是

取之不尽的创作源泉，让你惊喜不断。就我而言，如果在孤岛上度过一个月，我

宁愿和一名兽医相守，也不愿同一位首相做伴。
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