[image: image1.jpg]¢ 3-7: Flying by the seat of your pants

: Meaning:

To do something without planning, to
change course midstream, to figure things
out as you go.

Example:

Some stock investors are not capable of
making educated recommendations; they are
just flying by the seat of their pants.

Origin

Before airplanes are equipped with sophisticated
instruments and flight control systems, planes were
piloted merely depending on how the pilots felt.

Pilots have to be able to physically feel how the
plane responded to their controls in order to make
proper adjustment.

Being the largest point of contact between pilot
and plane, most of the feel or feedback comes
through the seat of the pants. Thus, when one is
"flying by the seat of your pants", he is responding
based on the feedback he received.
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