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5-6: In the red

“ Meaning:

To be losing money.
Example:

The costs for children’s college education these
days are sure to put many parents in the red
Origin:

This idiom originated from the accounting methods
businesses were using in the old times. Standard practice
for accounting was to record positive numbers in black ink

< and negative numbers in red ink. Operating “in the red" is to
record negative numbers, which signify business losses.

No wonder red ink was chosen because it was a sharp

and clear contrast to black and is not easily mistaken.

= However, there is a bit more history to the red ink. In medieval
times, the church, being the only center of literacy and
leaming in the west, maintained detailed accounting records.

< Ink was rare and expensive. \When monasteries and remote
churches had litle money and could not afford ink,
domesticated animals were bled to provide a substitute for ink.

2 Asaresult, poor financial records were usually written "in
the red” because of the use of animal blood. The related

< phrase "in the black”, on the other hand, means ‘“to be
making money”.
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