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Behave properly.
Example:

Remember to mind your Ps and Qs when the guests arrive.
Origin:

In the past, bars served beer and ale in pints and quarts.
A chalkboard was used to keep track of the number of pints
and quarts consumed. To watch your Ps and Qs is to control
your alcoholic intake and behavior.

Furthermore, not only did pub keepers maintain the count
of pints and quarts consumed, they often maintained a tab for

< regular customers, especially sailors. The sailors tab was
sometimes paid directly out of the sailor's pay by the ship's

< captain. This created an opportunity for the pub keeper to
charge for a few extra pints and quarts. To make sure the pub
keeper did not overcharge, it was to the sailor's best interest
to keep count of the pints and quarts: To mind his Ps and Qs

Alternatively, lowercase Ps and Qs look similar and can

B< be mistaken for each other. When setting moveable type

printing presses, "minding your Ps and Qs" is important.

= Similarly, a person just learning how to write could easily

confuse lower case Ps and Qs. Hence a need to be careful
and "mind your Ps and Qs".
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