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¢ Get to the point.

I don't want to hear your same old story. Just cut to the
quick and tell me why the project wasn't finished.

means exposed flesh, like that under the

< fingernails. The “quick” relies on the nail for protection.

< If you cut your fingernail too short and expose the
tender flesh beneath, you have cut it to the quick.

In hand to hand duel or battle, a combatant who wished

to taunt his opponent, might intentionally cut through the

< clothes or armor "to the quick. If someone cuts you with a

knife but it's a shallow wound and inconsequential, then

< you wouldn't use this phrase. If they cut you deeply, or

stabbed you, then you might say they'd cut you to the quick.

In any case, the meaning is to penetrate the dead, dull

< stuff and get to the live, important bits. This translates very

nicely to the most common use of the phrase today:
< skipping to the important part of a story or explanation.
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