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6-4: To skin a cat
- Meaning:

A technique for doing something.
Example:

My neighbor kept trying to tell me how to cut down the
tree to the point of irritation. He finally stopped after I told
him that there were many ways to skin a cat.

Origin:

This phrase is often seen as part of the expression
< “there’s more than one way to skin a cat”. Along with
< several other versions such as “there’s more ways to kill

a cat than choking it with cream”, the phrases show a
< popular interest in deaths of cats. Maybe that's why cats
have nine lives.

There is an explanation for this phrase from Southern

US; the original phrase was "to skin a catfish”. This refers

to removing the very tough skin from the delicate flesh of a

< catfish. There are many ways to skin a catfish and all were
initially developed through trial and error in attempt to find
the best way to remove the skin without tearing the edible
flesh into smaller bits and chunks. Like most fish, an intact

< one-piece half-fish fillet of catfish is the most desirable
shape for cooking (battered, breaded, and pan fried). It

§< takes some technique to obtain such catfish fillets.
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