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Dr.
Hall i ith great

trepidation. The ocean journey to this archipelago had taken over a week, and he
? - o

3
ould see the upper reaches of the arboretum that followed the costline around the
Jand, i
“Though most of the nighboring islands did't boast much arable land, this one
was quite lush, owing (o its most appreciable feature—an elaborate aqueduct whose
design i

il

aquiline features. The system distributed fresh water pumped from an underground

aquifer, which the architect claimed he found by following rituals from an old
archacology text
ceofthe island, b
the aura of mysiiq
that this ws, in fac, e paradise. Making b
Doctor Hall
s workshop, his apron.

Apropos of Dr. Halls orman
of the situation, included only the words “Arachnid recovered, need assistance”, In
the following weeks, there were instructions for Norman to go to Amsterdam to

i .

its retun. “The Arachnid was not a spider at all, but an archaic figurine with an
approximate value of 10 million Euros. The thefi from Dr. Hall's private museum
Richards,

“The final letter had closed with an apposite plea: “You alone wil be the final
arbiter ofis veracity. When you arrive, I shall not burden you with appurtenances.
Al of your questions will be answered. Please trust that you are ot an arbitrary
choice; you alone have the aptitude to complete this task.

Norman pushed opened the door to find Dr. Scott Hall dead on the floor—an apt
beginning 1o the apprenticeship of Norman Graves: tomb architect.
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