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It was rather anippy evening outside, but the wise old philosopher was very snug.
his study by the fire burnir Thenimble philosopher

1 man by natur. He
people. i favour of be that

nondescript, or iggl

radioactive, he would touch it. Partcularly important things were writien on non-

flammable paper, so that they wouldn't be lost if the ash from his cigaretes fell on

them. Unfortunately, he couldn’ pape place liq
anywhere near his work.

Philosophical nomenclature didn’t matter to him atall His niche was looking

impart spectof a philosopt parei in is use of words. He

ina way that il with pride or he:

itin such a way ke th iever deride his work as

nonsense. i comments

perfectly acceptable—as did his audience. To niggle would be a waste of time and

words. his readers and about

his work. Nonchalance meant reduced sales and you didn't need to be nifty at
philosophy to know what that would mean.
He
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e avays found it dvanageous ( emain noncommittal unil he men who
ated i and ol eqire

e felt he was innievana at home, wriing § which

bt ot st Vol o it o v ' e ik e
ites, cach of whom acted people

wouldip atthe icefies of his arguments and try in vain tonick them. They dressed

sonice i

disguises. In many ways, he thought, they were like ks sister's nippers! They were
i i . Theirnomadic I

have taught them something about life and the world, but,alas, the sum of their

Koowledge was virtally nil.
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