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13. B ____ Family Man
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Det ¢ Alan Cole lived it d tic life i ling but his

job and being a single father. His one vice was an old hammock strung between two
‘aspen tees.  His supervisor had assured him that no one would bother Cole this
weekend, and he assumed that he had the chief’s assent as well: however, that

‘assumption, along with his assesment of a recent case, had proved wrong. He was
reading a newspaper article about an asteroid when his mobile phone rang. As he
answered the phone, he watched his son assemble his new Junior Assay Kits today he
planned to ascertain whether the nuggets he and his friends found in the river were
real gold or not. Cole and his son both shared the same assiduous scientist’s eye
Cole’s son was in asendancy to the family throne; he also aspired to be a police
officer, but Cole was sure (o give him plenty of assurance that it would be ok if he

wanted t0 do something else. Cole’s father had been a judge, travelling to local
Vilages for assizes. When his astigmatic vision and bad asthma forced him to etire
carly. he used to spend hours telling young Alan Cole intricate details of assarted
was Cole’s

biggest asset.
Unexpectedly called into work, Cole now looked askance at the body. Was this a
murder or a suicide? ‘The room was unusually clean, nothing seemed askew—even
the deseribed asepic.
death was asphyxia. and Cole’s task was 10 assess the crime s

something he

s he could carefully consider every aspect of the roo

Cole recalled the last asphyxiation case—a houswife, tired of her husband's daly
assaultsan asinne okes hd killd im by sufing asparagus down his throat
of her crime, and

asimilaed ot pison e Col had never sn such a assertive il befor, she
pe: Cole ascribed

mental help, and tried 10 assuage her with frequent vsits—there was an asterisk on
His real aspiration, however, is to marry her when she is
released next year. Her ashen face, however, did not assure him that she el the same.
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