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My penchant for pediatrics began at medical school. My parents were surprised
‘When 1 101d them I wanted 10 be a pediatrician, because | had always been peevish
around kids. Kids had peeved me because | thought T couldn’t communicate with
them. That had changed when | saw a penurious pedestrian get hit by a ca. | helped
e was peery
whilst treated her mother, sealing a wound on her pellucid leg with a peg. and s0 1

i d

t0ld me about her fanily's lfe of penury. Her mother peddled various cheap goods.
such as pens. 0 get a little money. This compared 10 the pelf the driver had. | hoped
the police would penaise him. but doubied his penalty would be severe, You did't
need a degree in penology (0 know that. I felt penitent when I ealised | had been
‘wrong about kids—or at last wrong about one id. Perhaps being a pacdiatrician is
my penance for being pejorative.
1have a fine pedigree—but 'm ce

ly not peerless. Both of my parents are

deserved
pensions. | wear a pendant that my paternal grandfather had given me. Now. I spend
my pending 3

and My

s might peck ino my oo if they thin | nd any help. Their fces enind me
of pes.
Tlove my job, | must admit o hmlmmg a sigh of relief when I'm told I'm on my

penultimate case for the day.
1 walk along the pendent clffs on the peninsula near my home in the evenings.
Tooking out for ships’ pennants and watching seabirds penetrate the water 0 get ish.
Tsometimes daydream of a pelagic life. | sit on the pedestal of a statue and watch
ndul i 1

pelt rocks into the waves. Once, | observed an eclipse here and marvelled at the
penumbra, at east until a peon had brought me a message 10 g0 1o the hospital.
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