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bereficia, allowing me to understand how I am the beneficiary of culture today—
solely because of the
the Western Roman Empire.

It was a bewildering time. The collapse of the Western Roman Empire saw
centuries which would bewilder a bevy ofits former ciizens. The Empire had been
Western half
bereft of strong lcadership. The times were not benign, with ltle benefit ever coming
of lawlessness. But a group of monks would bequeath on laer generations the fits
of their love for the written word: and here I am, a benefactor of their dedication.
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